jéake
e Dreo ,_;MQQ ' greeting - the countdowh on
LLL !ku. Ea E ‘rou. d and foj.i. bV\ he white corpse




It doesn't matter, she thought,

Our uniforms are so plain, as

if they are mourning clothes.
Everyone is so silent, as if it is
o solenmin funeral. The school is
so grand, as if it is a wordless

tombstone.

We used to be so afraid of
being forqotten, but Living Like
this is more Like being forqgotten
compared to death. We are the
best at forgetting - forgetting
%skerdmj's grades, ranks,
achievements, and compliments.
We come oul of the pigsty,
scrambling for food at the

narrow canhteen window, fighting

Like Erapped animals in the

arena of knowledge and using An tmpulse made her stand up and wander through the classroom

our pens as swords. Like 2 ghost. No ohe Looked up at her, it was a Luxury to look up
- time is money Her legs knew where she was supposed to go.
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This Ptace was the most
uninhabited territory in the whole
school. A claj ago it séteh&tj
witnessed my vanish and rebirth,
Just as for many nights it was
silently listening to the echoes of
this Living soul.

The door closes behind her and
the whitewashed walls approach
her in the bloody dusk. The world
is monochromatic ab this moment
and immersed by a deafening
silence when no music is flowing.
The wall is like a disoriented
concrete eye, a pho&ogra h
serving as its pupil. It has fi\ded
a Little, slightly obscured, staring

ahead with an out-of-focus qaze.
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\H '-i-i"e cracks and wounds of this room. The

R =
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o a tempestuous wave and swept over the room, the
thick monochromatic tone broke through the restraints and plundered the
splashes of colours of the afterglow. Every tiny space in the room shuddered
oand. trembled. From the moment that photograph appeared, the surrou,ho\w
Lands to change its protagonist, and merely served as the b
They pierce through the day and the night Like an
Eraint and confinement crumble before them
tventeen years of time, allowing the fragment
Yy to sweep in and envelop her

he world moves away,
. W b %1 5&&&\d atov\e.



[ £ rappened on an a(mosSt dyYowsSy autumn day. 1 khew £YOMm £t AGE daY OMAY S £ hat
fate had Pladed a jokeonh me. UNt | then, 1 tAOUSAL 1 was a whee|, SPIRRFRg
end | €55 | 4 Foywayd, nevey kKnowinh g wheye 1l was §O¢Nn§, bUt Gt |€aS5t makih§ Some
PYOGYESS tOwWaYdS the whArY [ FRG FULUYE Gheld — tHGL .S AOW 1 CONSO [€d mYSe( f. BUt
(atey 1 Yea(rSed thGt 1 was jUSE SPIRNIRG (N CiYC (L5, CVeyHone was SPnning ¢n
CPYC|E5. WeAYe JUSE £iNY bO (LS (N G YULA LS55 SOCia| ¢S5t maching, ahd whGL’ S
AhSUYd ¢S5 that we pave accepted G| | theexPectat (OnS (mPOSed On US witAOUL
YESEYVE, beaUt ¢fi€d ahd (dea| ¢Zed eveyy Sih g€ Oof theém, and theh cayYy red £ hém
ON OUY SAOU [ deYS S et | Y ¢h G FYenzZy Of angussSh Gt OUY fYagmented §0a (5. The
POarn ¢S (FKELAL hASS [ (RE N LAEME(GNCAO S SONG Of | (€, S50 rmpPeycepPt b€ and
ObSCUYE LthGL W YAt heY et UNEASH when LALS PArh was Sudden (4 bYoUu SAL O G
standsti| (-



1 WaS ON |4 VaSUL| Y waye Of mY miStake when 1 confyonted m4 de T
time, 1 Seemed O he jUSE €XPYESS/0N (€55, PYObhUh |4 Sti . o cne
FIRAS, MALAS LUTLTON GNd £ h€ StUdENnt COUNC | €l €ct (‘O, D
NOt et §uShed b 00d aftey a Sudden Stabhin§. RACK £AeRyMY woY (d G 1 weye
OPEYating | (ke two 5epayate ¢5(ands, acquiescing .'-':'f:"" e
h FUNCE{ONING SMOOLA Y GNd OYdeY | 4, because the §YaRd macshine Simp Y didn .t
L “ooue one [ e Ll | < 2 Ming Prece Of papey put me
- 4 ¢ ceventeen Yeays of me.
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as if ¢

"
(N MY hGNd was £ ¥ e,
waym and emitted & {/ague ayoma, £z
a fame [ PGy Smel | £hat wosiGsm %:/Zj’%s s
seduct fve and ma.( i Snant as o4 P S "’
popp4. - %0, s, 3
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hed G b 00dY §a5h ¢h the GrY. 1 cOUdn .t 58 £he NUMpResSS ON tA e5 Of m4 fame | 4,
Ut PYetend tO PUL OR POkeY faces, hecause £ he hexrt moment a| |
herY €4e5. ThrS dia§hoses mi Sht AGVE YObbed thém O

The PreYcin§ 5S¢

50/h§ £O
£0 Masnh£
thiS £¢

beasSt on
ROt (£
t0 cyum

e weye enou sh aphhoyYma |
wou d StO0P £0Y ORhe SN
was SO dominhGtinh§ £AGE
O£ N £Hh€ SOCiA| Arh
quanti+4 the va | u an
cOMbinGt ONS

F

PGt reht. THhE VOFCE OFf QULAOY itH
coud Yemove any di S0 hed rent
at w¢ll, OY geneyous | ¥4
fhdevidua| ¢n numeysca|
Cay /hg ¢h £the | €as5t apout

mY wi+h L ¢ & MmO+t A —eatenh Spe| | ahd
INEYicate Soul, U b ' the (abel Of ¢ (ness
upyooted me \ \ the F | OweY hedS Of the
s0crety. S50cietd WA (S ke man, ¢t t00
needs excyetion — 1 anhd the SOft breast
Of a Seventeen— ' qeay—-old iy would
he ah exce| (ent l\ feYtelesey, ey bl0O0d

wou ld he the frYSE
ea gey ¢hveitation
newhLoyYn f£(oweys to

‘5‘6 (&

S0 fYESA thGt ¢
SPYrhg Yarh,
£OY G hew ha
entey th¢s







Al | tAEEFfOY£S 1 ravemade £Y0M Chi ldho0d, G5 G teeha ey ahd UP 0 £ he PYESENE daY rave heeh t0 avOoid hein§ a
med rocye Peyson.

MY MOLALY AGd GR G MOSE (NSANE dEesS¢YetO MAn i PU (Gteme, with SUFFOCAL (NG €XPECLALONS GCLING A5 tAE€SELY (N §S
Of ALY PUPPEL. NS A child, 1 hevey Yea( cSed that 1 was peih§ Aeld (h CAGINS hamed |Ove, bUt (£ was ON 4 when
PeopP (€ ayound me heSan to SPONLANeoUsS |4 G| rehatemedid 1 hecome awaye Of the SWoYd Of DAmoc (€5 AAn§in g ovey

M4 head. 1 was dyYowned (n pey PYOFOUNRd f£ami | fa| (OVE, Ghd 1 was PYaiSed £OY m4 PYecocity. RS thetime ] was
bench CONFYONE(NG Che| NeY and Kyamey, Sweat bedd ¢h g

A todd (€Y, 1 was a|Yead4 Scttehg Oh £the Piano
ON MY A€ad, M4 heat Naj (S quUret |4 SCYGLCAIRG OR MY AYmsS, tYHPRG tO (MPYESS mY Leacheys
ahd Payents. 1 was despeyate+o Pay LhE PLGNO COMPELTLIVEL Y WA € KEEPIN S MY GYadesS
PYEttH, YUNRGR G Yeck €55 | 4 bAYEefoot (NLhediYect rOn She hdd (€ed me. OuYy AGpPPiness was
bUr £ ON MUSIC £YOPATES, SCiehce farY Y¢bbORS GNd fmmacU | G£€ YEPOYt caYdSsS. 1 £A0U SAL
thiSwoU (d GivemethreYiSht £0 CHhOOSE, OY Gt (€05t L0 hec | 05€Y tO fYeedom, just
A [ttt € bhit CclOSeY — (£ tUuYhed out 10 bELAEOPPOSILE. "THE GYEaLteY the€bs (tH,
the §Yeatey the YESPONSibi | it4,” m& MOt ALY Yerteyated. Ahd 1 had ROt Y€t
UNeYS£00d AOW bUYdensome Such an Qb (tH4 was, how SUFFOCGL NG SUCh G
YESPONS i bi | (tY WAS, hOW £ hey weye . LFkeawaymumps|ical coyd ayound m4
' OveYy the Seventeen Jeays.

neck, sS(ow( ¥ and sent |4 £rShtensnh§

watey, §ent € and numpeng, and

was (mpY csoned (h thecage of
Of OLtAheYSsS, 1 was S0 deep rh £he

MYSe £ OUt. 1 was £00 |ate,
When £ heemot (On KNOWN 45
GfteY 4eays of Yepyession,

‘ Thecayethat 1 nad yYe| ¢ced
: hld tUYRed (RO G dedd | 4

that 1 hGd SO |OR §ed oY was
FOYK (N LA YOOd OF MY | 7€, bUt
Y¢Sht tYGCK Y i Sht GfFteY 1 nad heen
Mind £0 take a Step.

I£ was (k€ bor((nG £Y0OS ¢h waym
whel 1 £iRa| |4 Yea| ised that 1
S0Cia| oYdey and theexpectat ions
MAYSh that 1 coUld ho (ORgeY PU| |
[ rkemMy pe|ated ado | escence,
Yebel Lion £inal 4 bYOkeout
beay in§ a ma( i SRaRt £YUIE. -~
Oh as a chsld £YOM MY MmOt rey ~
PO;SON. THE YEASSUY (NG VOice
NOt theYEet0 Jursdeme at the
(NSt€eld FOYCed me hack ONLO £he
PYematuye 4 YyusShed and made up m4




DESPte Lt hat the deafenin g SoUnd Abd G| moOS

Lekean Untimel 4 ahd tempestuous apPP | aUusSe £0 | Lowed (mmd feLa | & GF£eY £ he SECONd movement Of a Piece. |
LoOked hack t0 AL SoUYce Of £Ae SOURd and met MY MOEL ALY .S beladY €45 . MY 4S5 Swept £0

theCc|OCk ON tAE WA | | . OA, GN AOUY Ghd €7 Sht S€conds oveydue, whsch was SUpPpPosSed

10 bethetime ]l Aad £O Y&/ 5€ £OY mYy exams. AP, YES, 1 was takihg (Ohgey ahd (Ohgey
10 PYOGCt (S the PrANO. FOY SOMEONE WHD WAS belrn§ commanded toO wa. |k G £i ShtYO0Pe,
GRNY S| i Sht dey it (O was Fata . 1 SEamNEres. _£YYiN§ tO OY §an;Se the fYagmented
PArYGSES (h MY h€ad, bUL befoYe ] coute wmaldEY OUEL G COMP | e£e Sentence, the
bU £S5 Of QULAOY (tH had Yaihed down Oh me, dyenchengme in b 00d.
AL L FOY LA bY@ Sht FULUYEELhOtamiisluls S EDLUA |4 cOome. A5 FOY S5eein§ it,
(£.5 UP £O0 JOU tO make ¢£ tAYOUSA. ] bel reve rh JouU. 1 SPoke 0 m4
OtheY SE(f fh MY reayt, tO £the PYecrous SeF trat 1 rad
£OUSAL 50 hAYd £O PYOtect, £he ﬁ YeMNAnts o my¥ man § | ed
personality. 1¢ was theonl 4 M | ¢ §athouSE 1 pad (eft
A d ¢ et i Nt SUCh £imes, it a|ways
§lowS faint | 4, and a Youn g
FRSrde. 1 médetated, wart UNE | L theday r£ comes and 1
wel | Freedou. 1 contchuéed 0 COUNE (£S5 £ aShES,
tAhYCE SAOYE, thYEE (ONg Gnd thYEE SADYE.

sudden | 4 alaym pel| | S went OFFf ¢h m4d mehd .



"SLtOP PYGCELSING the PrANO hefOYEe the /NG| exams. 1£,.5 USE(E5SS how S¢hce (£ S OR |4 cOUnted as Jouy extya—
cuyyrculay. You saoUd (eave RO SEtONRES URtUYhed £OY Jouy fihal|S.” SUch a $O-F7£|La“ SPoOken Payase desSsSipPated into

LA ALY OR LAE LAl | OF MY GhYUPEt | 4 ehded NOtes, that oY a moment 1 tA0UGAL 1
SUBCONSCOUS | 4 YESPONded, WhGEL? THE Y ISING LtORE AOOKEd heY wWOoYdS £ hGE weYye a

SO She Yepeated ¢t agacih, (M A moYe imPatient tORe. TAiS £ime ] hreayd (£ c|
Y4 SIngle woyd, bUt tOSELALY (£ be€came defame | faY ¢Z€ed. M4 uppey and |
LENLAL Vel Stammeyed OUut a Sentence. But 1 th0UShL HOU §Gave€ me PeymeSs

THheSEe tWo wWOYdS weye woYth G tAoUSGNR
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way £yom

B4 veirtue
nex+ moment She did Sa4 (+.
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a(wa4s suppyessed anyd of m4 (htenhsSe emotiOnS; 1 Simp 4




How paYd 1 wiShed 1 coud G50 he cOMfOYLah (€ enoUSh tO FOY §et theme|0dY ahd the |ON §—entYenched
MUSC (€ MmeEMOY Y ¢h MY A€l , when SUCh G GLLemPLt WAS deStihed t0 hevey end. 1£ was as ¢+ m4 minhd was an
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couldn.t 1 immeysemysel £ ¢h theS b 00d €55 AUNGEY same with SUCh £€YVoUY ) whY
couldn.£ 1 foycemiyse| £ to enhjos thts PYocess OF UR¢F7COt (O GNd metamoYPAOSES, O
enjoy thisS menta YapPing? Hadn,.£ | alwads heeh acon{ormzsfl/zadn,ﬁ I G|ways enjoyecd

the biNAYY OPPOSIE(ON €5¢ah |
kKelling and the SUYViVing, “the
Preempted al | depate) I

WFRRFNR G Gnd £h€ (OSPNG, £he
7 T’ —as|ogan taat veyYtua| | 4

hed bl ths msociet s, the
Yvival

1t WaSh,£ URt (| theh that
TO b€compP | rah 17/ 7 o) LLaC
Pacht cOMPUSSIONGLE | 4 (e U SO £
MeL (U [ OUSLS=TO BE K (Nd, £O be Y L5bt®DUS
Of Jouy opponents. 1¢ ¢ AL £ALS e
be G £ ¢ Sht | 4 woveR mac Aihed NO.matLtey howS
tHECOOYdINGLES Of LAGE hA| GNRC [N G4l [
answeys, hut (£ MUSEt pave ah
£iRG| [ 4 RO (ON§EY AR emOt [ON
Ca|| Love foY Somethihs — it

oUSA MY | (fe.
> an
L eymuﬁat/ons
m f"/z& coypses
a/zuman bein§
OU | d ROt cOmeup with
83 7 g JUESE (ONS with Standayd
IR ey iate at A | - wheh 1 am
L GAtLSt MmOt fON LAGE 1 can
Swift Aand.

o



amy

SO WAGEL AGVE ] phEER 5._.

Ifall 1 rad £0 do was | ¢S5ten

and 1 hesan £0.
exhausted. 1¢ to0k a| |
A0 d ON O the |ASEt bit Of
ahd NOt hecome a compete _

machine, ang now £AGE | (Lt € . bet Of rhdividual rt4 that 1
WaS despeyate| 4 tY4in§ to Mainta ' diS5¢Pating GLONS with the hittey -
sweet FULtUYe Lhat 1 envisSioned. T
1 hdd G| waYS thOUSHE LhGt t A€ OPPOSIE
WaS £O0 NAJVE. 115 OPPOSItEwas a £ Owin
UNKNOWN, 6. hOPE £t haE $00d days weye ahes
WG| | Of |ife §Yadual |4 knocked me down Ghd . m4 MOROCAYOMAL iC | (e was Yeduced to

(1S (G5t COOUY, with NO difference whethey 1 Shut my e4es oy not.

AL itd SLowH oveywhe med me.
QY&SS/’OR was AGPP:NesSSs, hut 1

YE5, it 15 Gl WAYS AAYdeY £0 bYeak OPen £ AL dOOY £AGR £0 Aide the £7YE (nSide Jouy
HeaYt. MY days weye | fkeehd (€55 N¢ SALS, Ghd 1 wa | kéd tAYOUSA £Hem (D G daze Unti| the
Precl OF drG§nOSIS SPLiE MY NeSAE | cKE (P SAENING.



.M ROt Yea (| |4 Suye Aow She app
AFLEYNOON (N LHECOYY ¢dOY OF £A

was rt theday wheh m4 (e was f£7ina
daykness? Oy was (£ ORE Of tHOSE N GA
(NLO t € S5CHOO | PiAnO YOOM desSP
PlLGYINGI TAEON | S LAFIRG 1 KNOW £OY SUY
[ ¢ SALAOUSE (N MY heaYt hdd cO| | ap

[t that

AOSP /LA
wWeth ehd €55
was Sneakin g
banned £yom

" (£ was a—Fv’fe)/ the

l
£
I
aAgarn ¢nh a Sheak, Sudden | 4

fWOULd b€ & 500d OPLiON. ]

oned 05ed the id Of the Py
COIIS(‘d@OW . ehding m4 L —
examined the B OPen wind U he ganemc which had al | been §nawed by
- 10 d/.srepa/ Y, S0 44 “Yea.| r£t4 coud

teymites due
make me LAUMP dOwWh ONEO £AE€ GYOUNRd JUSE bY SLEPPING ON LAE £YAME.
I dan 4 hO(Y £1€€Owh, (OOKiIRG AS ROYMA| GS evey, a5 1 ¢ma§ehed
cCY¢mSOn .,r b | O0d .Sé’YPeﬂf(ﬂ/ﬂﬁ, teacheys Panscking and ca| (¢ng the
ampu | ance, : me bein g YUSHE [NEO+AL OPLY AL fOR YOOM, (¢ SALS cOMPIN§
Oh ahd Off, doctoYS PUSAIRG OPER £ AL dOOY Ghd 57 §hiNG thGt theY.d done
al | thres | \ could. ‘
i 3 'r enws/onec/ /t £ a#a L¢££ (€ bit Of (OR§—(05¢
pPleasure | A en bUbb [ IRGUP IR mEAeaYt. AS SOON as 1 tuyned my
nead 1 saw rey Si G, (N ACAALY OF the back OF £he YOOm, eXaminin g
me, as ¢f Rt (NG FOY G (ONG £ /Mme.



WAD aYe JoU? 1 aSked way (4. Berng cauSht PYGCELISING (N SE€cYef was as Aume | (AL ing aS (OOKING Gt £the §Yade
YRk (NG5 POSted AYOUNd aftey a £a7 |€d exam. SEYAn §e| 4 enou §h, 1 coU (dn .t See hey facec |€ay | 4. NO mattey
AOW AGYd 1 £Yied tO identifd, 1 coU(dn.t Make OUt ALY FEaLtUYES, ON Y G VA UL A¢Nt OF ALY [ONG, S ehdey aands.
MAYhE SHheE P aded t A€ Prano 00, 1 LAOUSAHL. NO WORILY, NO ORe el Secomes 0 thes P ace.

BUL ¢ LAGL WAS thecaSe, whS did 1 "evey Know Of G SEcONd PeYSOR ¢h £hiS S5CAOO | WhO “Scyewed hey futuye”’
tO Plad Lthe Pian0? 1 didh.t have£ime£0 tAiNK GhOUL (£ befOYE SHE SPOKE GG,

1£ dOesSh . £ mattey, SAE Said. 1 nave JoU tO Lhank £OY fYE€efn g me.

1 Sard, Thank 4Jou £0Y whAGL? 1,VE€ YUiRed mY4 OwWn | ¢f€, Ahd PYObGh | 4 MY £ami (4.5, ahd 1 dORh.£ kROwW ¢ 1, YU/
GRY moYe Peop € S | fVeS. YOU.d bhette)y Stay awaly £YOm me £00, ¢+ HJOoU e reve, | (kemOSEt OF the (drOtS (M £ArS
S5CHO0 ([, tHAE MERLA| (| | MSS ¢S CONEASIoUS. BUL T didnh.£ PUL thGE OUEL LAEYe. (OY did 17)

ShE (00ked (rkeShecoUldn.t AP rt, SAUddeYing S| ¢ Sht S and (E££ing OULt G SMA| | SEYiING Of §755(1€5. 1
fyowned at A€y, ROt UNdeYS£and in§ what Shewas (GUSAINS Gt .

YOU AGVE £WO ChOFCES (N FYONRE OF HOU Y i SAL NOW. NOW [ fSEEn £O Me, 1 KNOW £AGE MAKING G ChOFCE ¢S G veyy
SEYARGELAING FOY YOU 0O dO hECAUSE YOU AGVE hEEN P GNNREd O the | E£LLEY FOY the |ASE SeVventeen 4eays of
gouy (e



RUZ dO Jou Y 4 ROE KNOW WAGE t Gt MEANST YE5, G PAYt OF YOU ¢S5 dead, Ghd thGt .S WhH 1.m hLYL. (HEAY (N §
URKROWN £72GLON PIRRFRG ME [N Pace.) BUE AS (ONG GS YOUY hOdY €X¢StS, ouy sou | wou (d
SlOw end (55 4, and YehoYn ehd €55 | 4.

. O, £ HOU Want £0 | (Ve FOY YOUYSE| £ FOY ONCe) SO £AY YJoUY | if€ haS heeh about YURNGNG £OY Ot ALY
PEOP €, I SUPPOSE. YoU hevey Yea( ¢5ed at the PYOLASONISE OF thiS (ONS
' YUR was YouySe| £, Ahd £ hGt £t hed weye

QL F WOYLAY OF berng an OR [ O0OKEY OY G
¢ RUL YOU AYe ROt G| ONe it heY,
a [OR§ YUR — (£ 75 QA
BN £he PSSR S
B O\ |

Yelatsyouy
Of THE HGLON G

I am reyes Fou

NEthemidSt OF tAEemiSEt that SUYYoURdS
2¢ NN FYORE Of me, 1 5eem £0 See hey
farht |4 at me.

de vents beneath the

Ne ,'l %8, e u
suface begin to flow

how Poe been ng, e that when
fudod. S %WM%&%
fast libe this.

HNappy, birthday” She said mm prtll, it el




that passionately. ) ride the last




S il wlightly, nat surprisod; and QiAQUGNIPcarefro, Sho sill had to go back ta the olaseracms stll ad

But what % % %‘.’ A ﬁwdt%feen

aze(@eaﬂu 19 me, ] W witness e
!. . t%e ’ e.“. /;. A.




